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Dear Sir / Madam 
 
I write with regards to the efficacy of Ecolab’s Epicare 5AB biocidal hand washing product when used with cold 
water.  
 
Epicare 5AB is a PT1 registered cleaner/biocide, which meets the following biocidal standards: 
 
EN 1499 - Hygienic handwashing / Bactericidal - 30 sec 
EN 1276 - Bactericidal - Institutional environment - 30 sec 
EN 13727 - Bactericidal - Healthcare environment - 30 sec 
EN 1650 - Yeasticidal - Institutional environment - 60 sec 
EN 13624 - Yeasticidal - Healthcare environment - 60 sec 
EN 14476 - Enveloped Virus - 60 sec 
 
The above claims are specific to dirty conditions at a temperature of 20ºC.  
 
A summary of the approved process for biocidal hand washing under the EN 1499 test procedure is detailed 
below. You will note that water, and its associated temperature, is only introduced during stage 2 to pre-wet 
hands prior to product application and during stage 5 to rinse hands post disinfection. The efficacy claims of 
the biocide during the contact time (stage 4 below) is independent of the temperature of the water used and 
instead reliant on the surface temperature of the individual’s skin/hands. Therefore, the efficacy of the product 
can be assured, even in cases where no hot water is available for handwashing.  
 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Martyn Carter 
Lead technical service specialist - UK and Ireland 
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