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Who is the CDM 

client?

(see Note 1)

Other

The CDM client will 

need to fulfil client 

duties under CDM 

2015

Is the project 

notifiable?

(see Note 2)

Prepare and maintain suitable arrangements for managing the 

project (see CDM 2015 -Client Project Health and Safety 

Management Arrangements Guidance)

This includes making sure:

-other dutyholders are appointed;

-sufficient time and resources are allocated.

Ensure that:

-prior to appointment / engagement, other duty holders appointed 

have the necessary skills, knowledge, experience and 

organisational capability; (see Corporate Procedure on Supply 

Chain Management)

- relevant information is prepared and provided to other 

dutyholders; (Pre-construction Information)

-a Construction Phase Plan is prepared;

-welfare facilities are provided.

Where the project has more than one contractor, or if it is 

reasonably foreseeable that more than one contractor will be 

working on a project at any time:

-appoint a principal designer and principal contractor

(see Note 3)

;

-take reasonable steps to ensure that the principal designer and 

principal contractor carry out their duties;

-ensure a Health and Safety File is prepared

Note 1: If there is any doubt in respect of who the 

CDM client is on a project this must be clearly 

established at pre-contract stage and recorded in 

writing (see CDM 2015 -Letter -Client Election /  

Acceptance). For further guidance see Legal Series 

guidance (L153) from HSE and CONIAC industry 

guidance

Ensure this 

appointment has 

been appropriately 

documented. 

Engage competent 

person (see 

corporate 

procedure) to 

support the pre-

contract and 

operational teams

ENGIE

Ensure the HSE or other 

relevant authority has 

been notified. This is a 

client duty but can be 

carried out by another 

dutyholder  on the client’s 

behalf

(https://www.hse.gov.uk/

forms/notification/f10.htm)

Yes

No

Note 3: The principal designer should be appointed 

as early as possible in the design process, if 

practicable at the concept stage.

The principal contractor should be appointed early 

enough in the pre-construction phase to help the 

CDM client meet their duty to ensure a construction 

phase plan is drawn up before the construction 

phase starts (see CDM 2015 -Letter -Appointment 

of Principal Designer & CDM 2015 -Letter -

Appointment of Principal Contractor)

Note 2: Refer to CDM 2015 -Application of CDM 

2015 Guidance.
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