[image: image1.png]




Safe work Procedure
Equipment – Operation of Steam Cleaner
	PURPOSE

The purpose of this procedure is to provide guidance in the service delivery of use in operation of steam cleaning on an offshore installation.

	

	EQUIPMENT
	SERVICE STANDARDS

	· PPE/ Glasses, Rubber Gauntlets. Bump Cap. Cut Resistant Glove.

· Steam Cleaner & Attachments.

· Wet Floor Sign.

· Mop & Bucket.


	Safety devices:  

Please read manufacturers guidance before using the machine.

· Pressure controller.

· Low-water thermostat.

· Safety thermostat.

· Safety cap.
Filling the boiler with water:
· Remove the safety cap from the main unit.

· Using the funnel, pour a maximum of 2 litres of tap water into the boiler. Hot water shortens the heating-up time.

Note:   With the unit standing on a level surface, the boiler can be filled up to 2 cm below the top of the filler neck.

·  Do not use any detergents.

· Refit the safety cap onto the main unit, and ensure that it is properly tightened.

Switching the unit ON:

· Never touch the mains plug and the socket with wet hands.
· Plug the unit into a mains socket, and switch it on by means of the steam supply switch and the heater switch. Indicator lamps should be illuminated.

· Do not place the unit in an upright position while it is switched ON. Otherwise the heater will automatically switch OFF after a short interval, and the red indicator lamp (low water warning) will light up.

· When you press the steam switch, steam is expelled from the steam gun. 

· Always direct the steam gun at a piece of cloth until the steam flows evenly out of the nozzle.

· Apply steam to area.

Switching the unit OFF:

· Switch the unit OFF by means of switches.

· Remove the modular plug from the main unit, while lifting up the socket cover at the same time.

· Remove the plug from the mains socket.

· Any remaining water can be left inside the unit.

Refilling the boiler with water:

Note: When there is no water left in the additional tank, a warning signal is sounded and the LOW WATER WARNING lamp for the additional tank illuminates.

· Using the funnel, fill the additional tank with a maximum of 2 litres of tap water.

· When the HEATER indicator lamp extinguishes, the cleaner is ready for use again.

Note:  If the pump does not deliver any water, although the additional tank is full, it is a sign that the boiler requires descaling the boiler.

Rinsing out the boiler:

· To clean the boiler, fill it with fresh clean water and shake it vigorously. This should loosen any scale that has settled at the bottom of the boiler.

·  Pour the water out of the boiler, the scale will be flushed out at the same.

Storing the unit:

· After every use empty and rinse out tanks and replace clean.

· Place the hand and spot nozzles, together with the smaller items, in the accessory compartment.

· Wind the cable around the holder on the base of the main unit. Attach the floor nozzle to one of the extension tubes, and insert both tubes into the recesses in the base of the unit.

· Ensure that the brushes are allowed to cool down without the bristles becoming deformed in the process.

· Ensure the machine and attachments are clean and free of debris.

· Re-stow all equipment and PPE in the designated storage area



All the below hazards have been risk assessed and documented within the Offshore General Risk Assessment
	Step
	Hazard 
	Step
	Safe Method
	Risk Evaluation as per Offshore General Risk Assessment

	1


	Back Strain


	Transfer and Operating of Steamer.
	· Correct manual handling techniques.

· Two person job – ask for help if needed.

· Secure hoses to prevent tripping

· Maintain three point contact on stairwells at all times.


	4

	2
	Slips Trips Falls


	Operating Steamer

Emptying Steamer
	· Wear slip resistant safety shoes. (Company issue).

· Use handrails if going up or down stairs maintaining three point contact at all times.

· Two person job – ask for help if needed with attachments.
	6

	3
	Electric Shock
	Operating Use of Steamer
	· Never touch the mains plug and the socket with wet hands.
· Check cable, plug and sockets for breaks before use.

· Keep cable behind you at all times.

· Ensure RCD plug is fitted.

· Report any malfunctions.

· PAT test carried out.

· Never isolate unit at wall with wet hands.
	4

	4
	Burn / Scalds
	Operating of Steamer
	· Wear correct PPE.

· Isolate machine.

· Let water cool. 

· Neve place hands directly in front of hot steam.
	4

	5
	Bruising / Cuts
	Restricted Work Space
	· Pre job risk assessment.

· Awareness to surroundings.

· Spatial awareness.

· Bump cap to be worn.
	4


	SPECIFIC TASK TRAINING
	RELEVENT GUIDANCE

	· Slips-Trips-Falls / Manual Handling Training CBT Module

· Relevant equipment training.

· Core training by Unit Manager and competence assessed.
	· Manual Handling Regulations.

· Unit Manager /Company standards

· Manufacturer’s Guidance.

· Written Think Plan.

· Offshore General Risk Assessment: Section 2 – 2.2 Sharp Edges, 2.4 Working in Restricted Space, 2.6 Walking on Wet Surfaces. Section 4 – 4.1 Sharp Edges, 5.14 Sharp Edges/ Defective Equipment.


	All employees performing this activity must sign this page of this site specific document to indicate understanding and compliance with the procedure.

	
	
	
	

	Print Name
	Position
	Date
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Please note:         If further signatures are required, please create a replica of this page and staple to the back of the complete SWP.
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