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pollution risk assessment

It’s always better to prevent spills happening in the first place. Safe secure storage, careful deliveries and staff training, on site and for drivers, are essential for pollution control. You are responsible for the environmental safety from your site and activities.
Spills often happen when you’re least expecting them.

Causes include:
· overfilling or poor handling of storage containers, for example drums, intermediate bulk

· containers (IBCs) and tanks;

· damaged or leaking storage containers;

· equipment and containment failure;

· failure of underground tanks or pipework;

· a collision or accident during transport or delivery;

· pipework failure;

· weather related problems, including flooding or high wind damage or extremes of

· temperature;

· fires or explosions;

· deliberate acts.
If you have more than one site, assess the risk for each site and for vehicle routes individually.
Consider the following:
	Risk Assessment
	Comments

	Physical, chemical and biological properties of any material stored or handled on site that may be spilt
	

	How materials are stored or transported and the condition of storage containers
	

	Possible effects of accidents, flooding, vandalism and failure of containment
	

	Location, including how close you are to local water courses, sensitive groundwater locations,

public water abstraction points and environmentally sensitive areas, for example Sites of Special Scientific Interest
	

	Surface water drains and foul sewers that flow off your site
	

	Any Sustainable Drainage Systems you have on your site
	

	Areas of unsurfaced ground
	

	Operations and layout of your site, or factors to look out for in road traffic collisions
	

	Risks posed to people and the environment and the extent of the possible damage
	

	Local landscape and different weather conditions and the flood risk that could be reasonably expected at and around your site
	


Once you’ve completed the risk assessment: 
1. Identify and assess potential links between each hazard source, pathways and receptors, and consider the likelihood and magnitude of any potential harmful effects;
2. Prioritise the risks to focus on putting the highest risks first.
3. Then identify the measures you need to reduce the likelihood and impact of a pollution incident.

	Prioritised Risks (highest first)
	Measures to be taken to reduce the risk
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